VISITOR GUIDE 


South of Port Hacking, 
historic Royal National Park 
has varied and spectacular 
scenery, majestic coastal 
cliffs, rainforest, woodland, _ 
heaths, surf beaches and quiet 
picnic spots. You can go ~ 
bushwalking, swimming, 
sightseeing, bicycling, 
camping, fishing or boating. diii 
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Royal National Park 


oyal National Park , the first national 

park in Australia, was gazetted in 1879 

as 'The National Park'. This was the 
first application of the term ‘national park' to a 
public reserve. Although Yellowstone Park in 
the USA was established in 1872, it was not of- 
ficially designated as a 'national park'in legisla- 
tion until 1883, four years after. its Australian 
counterpart. 


Royal National Park can therefore lay claim to 
b¢ the world 's first national park. 


The title 'Royal' was bestowed by Queen Eliza- 
beth during her visit to Australia in 1954. 


The Park covers 15,014 hectares of vegetation 
and landscape typical of the Sydney Basin 
sandstone. 


For hundreds of generations, this land had been 
occupied by Aboriginal people of the Dharawal 
tribe, who used the sandstone caves for shelter 
and fished the coast, estuaries and streams. The 
bush supplemented this diet with vegetable and 
animal foods. 


From their knowledge of these natural resources, 
the Dharawal evolved a culture based on a spiri- 
tual kinship with the native Australian envi- 
ronment. This knowledge passed to successive 
generations through the art of story-telling. 


Few details are known about the lifestyle of the 
Dharawal. The remains of their culture are 
mainly rock engravings, axe-grinding grooves, 
charcoal drawings and hand stencils. All Abo- 
riginal sites and artifacts are protected. Please 
treat them with respect. 


We owe the establishment of Royal National 
Park to the foresight of Sir John Robertson, then 
Premier of NSW. He saw the need fora 'people’s 
park' to provide recreation space for Sydrfey, 


many parts of which were infested with vermin and 


disease. 


The first European settlement in the park was at Audley. 
The introduction of deer, rabbits and foxes and the 
replacement of mangroves and mudflats at Audley with 
grassed parkland, planted with exotic trees, reflected the 
prevailing European distaste for the native Australian 
environment. 


Park features 


The park has been shaped from a sloping sandstone 
plateau, which rises from sea level at Jibbon Point to 
over 300 metres at Bulgo in the south. 


The scenery in the park is varied and spectacular. Waves 
sweeping in from the Pacific Ocean have undercut the 
sandstone, producing majestic coastal cliffs, broken here 
and there by the entry of small creeks and beaches. 
Streams, flowing north and east, have incised deep river 
valleys. Heath vegetation on the plateaux merges with 


The Visitor 
Centre & 
Wildlife Shop... 


«is the best place to begin 
your exploration of Royal 
National Park. There's an 
exhibition on the history, 
geology and wildlife of the park 
and lots of friendly advice! 
The shop sells school project 
material, books, film, maps, 
posters, gifts and souvenirs. 


Open 9am - 4pm daily (closed 
1 - 2pm weekdays). 


T 02 542.0648 
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woodlands on the upper slopes. Tall open 
forest and rainforest grow in the gorges and 
deep valleys where they cut into the nutrient- 
rich Narrabeen Series shales and claystones. 
Fringing mangrove communities have devel- 
oped along the tidal reaches of the rivers. 
Sedgelands cover the swamps from which 
many of the creeks run. 


The Hacking River valley, from its tidal mouth 
in Port Hacking, to its head near Helensburgh, 
has numerous grassy picnic areas, backed by 
tall forests of turpentine, blackbutt. and 
bluegum. Statuesque Sydney red-gums grace 
the sandstone slopes. The sweeping heaths of 
the plateaux contain more than 700 species of 
flowering plants, a riot of colour and form 
from July to November. Waterfalls and cas- 
cades at Wattamolla, Curracurrong,Uloola 
and National Falls, and numerous rock pools, 
lend the creeks a special quality. 


Picnic at Audley. 


Tranquil Deer Pool. 
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HINGS TO SEE & DO 


There are many ways to enjoy the ‘people's park'. The Visitor 
Centre at Audley has all the information necessary for you to get 
the most from your visit. ~ 


Picnicking - There are many picnic areas by the coast, 
rivers and streams and BBQ facilities at Audley, Warumbul, 
Wattamolla, Garie, Red-cedar Flat, and Karingal. 


© Camping - Car camping is permitted only at Bonnie Vale; 
There are lots of places for bushcamping but permits must 
be obtained beforehand from the Visitor Centre. 


e Walking - Over 150km of walking tracks provide access to 
a wide range of scenery. Track pamphlets are available at 
the Visitor Centre. 


¢Cycling - Lady Carrington Drive is relatively flat and 
wide, and is closed to motor vehicles, making it ideal for 
cycling. 


e Swimming -There's safe salt water swimming at Bonnie 
Vale, Jibbon; Wattamolla and Little Marley beaches. Garie, 
Era and Burning Palms are well known surfing spots. You 
should exercise care because surf beaches often develop 

2 ae dangerous currents. Garie, Era and 
Burning Palms Beaches are patrolled 
on weekends and public holidays in 
Summer. There are freshwater swim- 
ming holes at Blue Pools, Karloo 
Pool, Deer Pool, Curracurrang and 
Crystal Pool. Jumping and diving into 
rock pools is not advised. 


e Boating and Canoeing - You can 
use private craft downstream of the 
Audley. causeway. Only hire craft 
from the Audley boatshed may be 
used in Kangaroo Creek and the 
Hacking River, above the causeway. 


*Photography - Walking tracks have been de- 
signed to give ‘access to the most scenic areas and 
there are outstanding views from Bungoona, Wat- 
tamolla, Governor Game, and Otford 
Lookouts. Waterfalls, such as Nationaland Winifred 
Falls, and the falls at Curracurrong are easily 
accessible. 


e Birdwatching - over 200 species have been re- 
corded within the park. 
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Royal National Park 


Getting there by car 
and public transport 


BY RO; 


e From Sydney: (Audley entrance) 29 km 
south from the GPO, via the Princes 
Highway. Turn left, 2.3 km south of 
Sutherland . , 


eè From Liverpool: (Waterfall entrance) 33 
km east, via Heathcote Road, then south 
on Princes Highway to Waterfall. 


¢From Wollongong: (Otford entrance) 28 
km north, via Stanwell Park . 


BY RAIL 


Via Illawarra/Cronulla Line to Loftus, 
Engadine, Heathcote, Waterfall, Otford 
or Royal National Park stations; then into 
the park via walking tracks. 


BY FERRY 
Coastal walking track ferry from 
Cronulla, to Bundeena Walk starts at 
eastern terminus, Beachcomber Rd., 


Bundeena - timetable 02 523 2990. 
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NPWS 


"...saving 
forever our 
natural & 
cultural 
heritage for 
you & your 
children to 
use, treasure 
& enjoy." 
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Facilities and services When visiting your park... 


e Kiosks - are located at Audley, Wattamolla Please help to preserve our precious natural and cultural A 

and Garie Beach. heritage. N e Í P ] 
Boat hire - Canoes, rowing boats and e All fauna, flora, Aboriginal sites and rock formations ationa A ar 
paddleboats can be hired at Audley are protected. 


P 02321:6407: e Wildfires can destroy lives and property, so be careful, 


e Field Studies Centre - Bookingsare essential especially during the bushfire danger period (normally 
for the Department of School Education's } October to March). Use only the fireplaces provided and 
Field Studies Centre (public school groups, observe Total Fire Bans. 


K - 12). Open Yam - 3pm weekdays during 
school terms ® 02 542 1951. 


è Leave pets and firearms at home - they are not permit- oad e Fs 
ted in national parks. 
¢Ranger-guided activities - School holidays 


r ; A e Drive carefully. Vehicles, including motorbikes, must 
only. Bookings essential, enquire at Visitor 


i keep to formed public roads. 
Centre. 


e Please use rubbish bins if provided; or take rubbish with 
e( i JiR iries < 
Camping - Enquiries at you when you leave your park. 


Visitor Centre. 
Park entrance fees 


Cars - $5.00 

Buses - Children under 16: 
50c, Adults: $2:00 

Motor Bikes - $2.00 
Pensioners - free on 
production of full pension 
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